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Monsanto & The Global Food Crisis

I plan to research Monsanto, their history, explain what they do, how they continue to be a topic of concern and how they relate to the global food crisis. When conducting my research, I believe news articles within the last five years will be the most useful in explaining how they contribute to the global food crisis. Much of what Monsanto does is heavily criticized by consumers and farmers. I will include viewpoints from both perspectives. Some farmers are advocates for Monsanto, while others are against it.  I saw a movie made about a farmer who didn’t use Monsanto products, but was sued by them, because the wind carried its products onto his farm. It is criticized because many people believe their product is harmful to your health, as some of their past ventures have been.  I plan to watch this movie in full and discuss when and where this happened. What was the outcome of this?

I want to provide a complete history of Monsanto so readers can get a clear picture of why many people have so many concerns. This company was formed in St. Louis, MO in 1901 but has been involved in a few health scandals. They got their start by a man named John Francis Queeny, who was a veteran in the pharmaceutical field. Their original product was artificial sweeteners. They have even had class action lawsuits filed against them. The company began making completely different products over their 120 years in business and has evolved over the years. 
I am seeking to get clear numbers on how much food Monsanto provides for the world and how the world would fare without Monsanto. Monsanto makes GMO’s seeds which speeds up the rate at which food is grown.  GMO seeds allow food to grow faster, bigger, and can even have added nutrients. GMOs also reduce the need for pesticide. I will also discuss what foods are mainly produced using these seeds. There was some debate that these seeds were destroying the ecosystem, so they have created bee drones. The drones were created to pollinate crops. I want to research that further and see if Monsanto is the only company employing this technology and when did it begin.

I believe much of their business is done overseas, which does bring up concerns about whether, they are taking advantage of people in undeveloped countries or are they providing more income to these people? Where are the GMO seeds made and how much do they contribute to the United States? To the world?

I would want real numbers on how much food they provide, and what kind of profits not only does Monsanto make, but what do they contribute to farmers income and their employees. Are they currently in the news for any controversies?

To me, this company is like the Walmart of food growth, and too much of something is not always a good thing. Walmart has been known to drive out small, local businesses, is Monsanto doing the same, or are they the future of curing the global food crisis?
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